CHAPTER XIII
FROM THE COMMONS TO THE LORDS
1876-1877.
On Friday, August 11, 1876, a day or two before the prorogation of Parliament, Disraeli replied, late in the evening, to an attack on the Government for their inaction over Bulgarian atrocities.1 The speech was not specially remarkable, though it contained a sly hit at the Ehodian, or (according to some reports) Herodian, oratory of his friendly opponent Harcourt, and though it closed upon a thoroughly Disraelian note: f What our duty is at this critical moment is to maintain the Empire of England.' The debate over, Disraeli walked slowly down the House to the bar; there turned, and stood for a minute carefully surveying the familiar scene, galleries and all; and then, retracing his steps, passed the Treasury bench and went quietly out behind the Speaker's chair,2 pausing to chat with Lord George Hamilton on the prospects of a Liberal i atrocity ' campaign in the autumn. He was noticed afterwards in the lobby, ( in a, long white overcoat and dandified lavender kid gloves, leaning on his secretary's- arm,' and shaking hands with a good many people.3 After that night, he never entered the House of Commons again, save as a visitor to the gallery. Unknown to all but one or two present, he had made his last appearance in the theatre of the labours and triumphs of nearly forty years. The next morning it was announced that the Queen had been pleased to create her Prime Minister an Earl. Some critics, notably Fraser,
1 See Vol. VI., ch. 2.
2 For these details I am indebted to the Right Hon. T. Burt, who was present, and noted Disraeli's unusual procedure.
3 See Dilke's/ Life, Vol. I., p. 211.
4S3India in 1858 when the Crown took over the Government from the Company. Beaconsfield, for his part, appreciating the unique character of the occasion, broke through all etiquette by rising and proposing the health of the Empress of India, ' with a little speech as flowery as the oration of a Maharajah'; to which the Queen responded with a ' pretty smiling bow, half a curt-
